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MEMBERSHIP 
Membership in the Otawa Home Com- 
puting Club is open to all who have a 
genuine interest in home computing. The 
$25 annual membership fee entitles 
members to: 

+ attend monthly meetings 

+ buy Club disks 

+ receive the Club newsleter 

+ participate in clection of the executive 
+ participate in any other activities. 

+ full sign-on privileges on Club's BBS 


CLUB EXECUTIVE 


Elected Pos mS? 
+ President: Pierre Castricum,830-6984 
+ Vice-Pres.: Daniel Pigeon, 446-6104 
+ Secretary: Gerry Bouchard, 731-0920 
+ Treasurer: Lloyd Wright, 731-8408 
+ Program Co-ordinator: 

Niels Hansen-Trip, 526-5048 
Librarians: 
+ Amiga: Don White, 829-2082 
+ Apple: Vojta Fryzek, 722-9778, 
+ C-64: Keith Baker, 592-9509 
+ C-128-CP/M: Bob Thomas, 820-6835 
+ MS-DOS: 

3 1/2 Ray Monette .722-1204 

5 1/4 Hans Hageraats,1-257-4158 
Other Positions: 
Membership: 
Lucien St. Denis, 224-2972 
Bulletin Board SYSOP: 
Pierre Castricum, 830-6984 
Retail Disk Distribution: 
Gerry Bouchard, 731-0920 
Newsletter Editor: 
Ray Monette, 722-1204 
Director at Large: 
Scotty Adams, 592-3492 
Bob Mason, 837-3197 
OHCC Bulletin Board 226-8952 


Address all correspondence to: 
Ottawa Home Computing Club 
RO. Box 4164, Station SC” 
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 4P3 


MEETINGS 
Club meetings are held monthly at Con- 
federation High School (Woodroffe Ave 
beside the Nepean Sportsplex), usually 
the third Monday of the month. Upcam- 
ing meetings are scheduled as follows: 


Oct. 21, Nov. 18, Dec. 17*, Jan. 13%, 
Feb. 17, Mar. 9*, Apr. 13*, May 11*, 
June 8" 


An * beside a date indicates that the 
meeting is not on the third Monday of 
that month. 
Meeting format is standard (see “Club 
Notes” for specific details on the upcom- 
ing meeting), and the format is: 
+ 7:00 Membership registration, Disk 
‘of the Month sales, socialization 
+ 7:30 Business Meeting 
+ 7.45 Main Presentation 
30 Special Interest Group meetings 
Special Interest Groups (SIG) are the 
best places to ask your questions, offer 
suggestions to the Club's executive and 
meet members who have the same com- 
puter as you do.You may even catch a 
demo of the latest software: 
+ Apple/Mac—Auditorium 
ScottyAdams 
+ C64/Disk of Month—Room 117 
Carl Bigras or Keith Baker 
+ Amiga—Room 128 
Don White & Peter Martin 
+ C128 & CP/M—Room 119 
Bob Thomas 
+ MS-DOS—Room 115 Dan Pigeon 
+ C64 Beginners—Room 118 
Pierre Castricum 


Ouawa Home Computing isthe Newslet- 
ter of the Ottawa Home Computing 
Club, and is mailed free of charge to 
members in good standing. Ottawa 
Home Computing is published 10 times 
ae 


Submissions to Otawa Home Comput- 
ing are most welcome. The preferred 
method of submission is by uploading 
your text file to Area 9 of the Club's BBS 
(see the "Readme" file in that area for 
instructions). If you don't have a modem, 
the next best method would be on a disk. 
Contact the editor regarding formats. 


Classified ads of personal items (up to 25 
words) are free to members. For more 
information on commercial advertising, 
please contact the Advertising Manager. 


Newsletter staff: 


+ Amiga: vacant 

+ Apple/Mac: Mike Bryan, 226-5588 
+ MS-DOS: Bonnie Carter 747-7660 
+ Advertising Manager: vacant 


Address all correspondence to: 
Raymond Monette 

1260 Emperor Ave. 
Ottawa, Ontario KIZ 8CS 


ORDERING DISKS: 


The O.H.C.C. charges a nominal fee for 
the disks & duplication service as fol- 
lows: 

+ $4 for 5 1/4 inch single disk; 

+ SS for 3 1/2 inch single disk; 

+ $3 per disk for 5 1/4 multi disk set; 

+ St per disk for 3 1/2 multi disk s 
+ $6 per disk for non-members. 
Onlya few duplicated disks of every pro- 
gram are kept on hand, We strongly sug- 
gest that you call your librarian to order 
disks in advance of Club’s meetings. 


Disclaimer: 


To the best of our knowledge, all the 
programs in the O.H.C.C. libraries are 
public domain or shareware programs 
and are free of viruses. We encourage you 
to support the shareware concept by 
sending suggested donation to the 
author. The O.H.C.C. makes NO guaran- 
tee of the performance of the software in 
all libraries and assumes no liability of 
any kind, All software in the library is 
used at the purchaser's cost and own risk. 
Ifa disk is found to be defective, it will be 
replaced at no extra charge. 


C64 DISK OF THE MONTH 
RETAILSALES 

The C64 Disk of the Month is carried 

in the following stores. It sells for 

about $4.50 and is available two days 

after each meeting. 


Ali. Computers 


1158 Ogilvie Rd. 744-0220 
111 Colonnade Rd. 224-0899 
Compucentre 

Carlingwood Plaza 729-0448 
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Minutes of Exec Meeting 10 Sep. 91 


Pierre Castricum called the meeting to order at 7:30. 


REPORTS: 
President: To start things off Pierre mentioned that the Newslet- 
ter was not mailed due to the uncertainty of the Post Office going 
on strike, so he decided that the club membership list would be 
split among the Executive members for us to call the members 
and let them know about the Swap/Sale night and that they 
would have to pick up their newsletier at the meeting. 

He also talked about the Ontario Computer Fair at the Nepean 
Sportsplex on Sunday Oct, 6, from 11-4. We (OHCC) will have 
a display at this show. Pierre said that we are loosing a member 
of the Executive, Marv Bero is moving to Chicago at the end of 
September to work there. We wish him the best with his new 
venture, from all the members of the OHCC and Executive and 
friends, 


Secretary: Gerry talk about the upcoming club demo at 
Merivalé Mall, the hours are Friday 20 Sep. 9-9 and Saturday 
21 Sep. 9-6. We will have the display right in front of the main 
entrance to the mall, Let Gerry know if you are going to attend 
so he can schedule for the tables. 


Membership: Lucien tells us membership is presently 164 with 
close to 20 members who have not yet renewed. He also stated 
that he had renewals from Charles Balik, Alfred Hurter, 
Raymond Dubois, Gaston Drew and Steve Phillips and wel- 
comed the following NEW members Thomas Rooney and 
Aubrey Cheesman. 


Vice President: Dan said that he has been getting complaints 
about the Club BBS, People don’t like the program that is being 
used for the BBS and the lack of new programs uploaded to it. 


‘Treasurer: Lloyd mentioned that the club funds are going down 
due to the things we have to pay and slow renewal from the 
members. He suggested that we have a raffle to try to get club 
funds. A 50/50 draw is planned for the next club meeting, 


Newsletter: | mentioned about the trouble with my computer 
and the help of fellow members in giving me a hand to put 
together this months newsletter. Hopefully the problem will be 
resolve for next month newsletter. Thanks again guys! I still need 
articles for the upcoming newsletter issues, so if you have any- 
thing send it to be or better still give it to me at the club meeting. 
I still don’t have any info on the APCUG, will keep you up to 
date when I get answer. 


Librarian: We are looking for a T-PUG Librarian to replace 
Marv Bero, so if you are interested contact a member of the 
Executive. 


‘The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 by Pierre. 


CLUB NOTES 


By Ray Monette 


MS-DOS Software Library 
ea Update: Oct.. 91 
DarkAges v 1.0 


Scan v 82 (NEW VERSION) 
ALT y212 


President’s Message 


by Pierre Castricum 


It seems like just yesterday that we were celebrating the begin- 
ning of a new year. It's October already, the leaves have turned 
all kinds of colours, and of course, the OHCC meeting is upon 
us, 


‘The Club put on a computer demonstration at Merivale Mall 
again, This generated a great deal of interest from the visiting 
public and, in some cases, provided the Club with new mem- 
bers, By the time you read this article, the Club will have 
participated in the Ontario Computer Fair on October 6th. It 
is hoped that the Fair will also generate more new members. 


The September rummage/swap night was well attended, A 
number of members were able to take advantage of the situa- 
tion to purchase that special something they had been looking 
for. The next rummage/swap night istentatively been scheduled 
for either the March 9th or April 13th meetings. More infor- 
mation to follow. 


A number of members & prospective members have voiced 
some interest in setting up of a SIG (Special Interest Group) 
devoted to seniors. This will be discussed by the executive in 
the very near future with information to follow. Ifany members 
are interested, please provide either me or any other member 
of the executive your thoughts and suggestions. 


Thope to see you at the meeting! Until then, happy computing. 
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MS-DOS 5.0 


Reprint from the Titusville Computer Club Newsleter. 


‘As you may or may not be aware, MS-DOS 5.0 has been 
released. This long anticipated event is a significant milestone 
in the evolution of DOS. Also, it is widely reported that many 
people are purchasing the newest release of DOS, However, 
there are two versions of the MS-DOS 5.0 which are the 
Upgraded Version that isavailable to the general public and the 
OEM Version that accompanies a new manufactured com- 
puter. | purchased but haven't loaded the Upgraded Version of 
the Ms-DOS 5.0. 


In preparing for using the upgrade, I have been studying the 
documentation, related books and magazine articles, In doing 
so, have come across some interesting information that I would 
like to share with the club. 


1, Since the MS-DOS purchased by the general public is the 
Upgraded Version, you must have at least DOS 2.11 currently 
installed. In the unlikely case you're still using DOS 1.25 or some 
other veryearly version, you first have to upgrade to the modern 
version before installing MS-DOS 5.0. You can check the ver- 
sion of DOS you are running by typing at the DOS command 
“VER"at the DOS prompt. 


2. MS-DOS 5.0is designed to run on all PC systems that operate 
with DOS, This list includes the XT, AT machines; and the 8086, 
8088, 80286, 80386, and 80486 processors. 


3. The PC must have at least 256K of memory. If you have less 
than 256K, you should consider a memory or PC upgrade. 


4. If you're upgrading to a hard disk system, you need at least 
2.8M of free disk space. The MS-DOS 5.0 installation program 
saves you're old version of DOS so that you can return to it if 
problems occur during installation. 


Depending on the version you're upgrading from, saving these 

old DOS files can require between 1/2M and 1 1/2M of disk 

space. You'll be able to recover this space after you're satisfied 

with MS-DOS 5.0 by deleting the old DOS files, but you must 

have the 2.8M of space available before you try to install MS- 
$5.0. 


I will be trying to install my new MS-DOS 5.0 soon and will 
perhaps let you know how the upgrade went if am still able to 
boot the computer, 


by Francis 


MS-DOS Software Library 
1991Updates 


Graphic Workshop v4.8 

The Noid Game 

Windows 3.0 - Game Disk # 3 
Desktop Paint v1.6 

Crossword Creator v3.30 
Windows 3.0 - 400 + Icons 

Scan v72 

Blast Game v1.0 

Graphic Workshop v5.1(NEW VERSION) 
Commo v4.5 

‘Schematic Master v2.0 
Commander Keen v1.3 

Simply Labels v2.2 

Windoy Utilities Disk # 3 
“Tax Disk "90" 

Gamer’ s Edge 

Scan v 75 (NEWVERSION) 
CDMan 

Windows 3.0 - Utilities Disk # 4 
Disk of the Month # 10 (Mar/Apr) 
EARLS v2.1 

Get Sadam (The Game) 

Finger Paint v2.0 

The Home Bartender Guide 
Telix v3.15 (NEW VERSION) 
Mah Jongg VGA v3.0 

Address Book v2.02 

Amortize v6.0 

Ballistix-PC 

Address Master v2.1 

Rentals 

Telereplica v3.9 

Optiks v2.20 

Disk of the Month #11(May/Jun) 
Windows 3.0 - Utilities Disk #5 & #6 
Explod v2.03 

PC-Studio v1.0 

Scan v80 (NEW VERSION) 
Windows 3.0 - Utilities Disk # 7 
Grabber v3.8 

Moraff's Stones v1.0 

Rubicon v2.2C 

Lemmings 

T-Write v2.1 

Elfiree v 9.0 

Disk of the Month #12 (Aug) 
‘Windows 3.0 - Utilities Disks #8 & #9 
Menu Construction Set ¥ 1.1 
Print Partner v1.1 

Duke Nukem v1.0 

Disk of the Month #13 (Sep/Oct) 
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Hard Drive Terms: MFM? RLL? ESDI? SCSI? 


What do these abbreviations and acronyms have in common? 
Well, they are letters of the English alphabet, but, no, that’s not 
the answer. They all are types of hard drives, or at least have 
something to do with hard disk drives. (SCSI, pronounced 
"scuzzy," is a real acronym, the other only abbreviation, so let's 
get that out of the way.) Normally, you don't have to be con- 
cerned with technical details like this, but when considering the 
addition of a hard disk drive to a computer or when buying a 
new computer and having to decide what type of hard drive to 
order, then these "codes" have to be understood. 


MFM 
(Modified Frequency Modulation) 


Isa form of encoding. Encoding is the conversion of digital data 
(from your computer) to magnetic impulses (required to write 
to your disk), You know that in communications, MODEM 
stands for modulator/demodulator. Well, in disk drives, the 
circuit that does the encoding/decoding is called an ENDEC. 
Decoding is the conversion of magnetic impulses back to digital 
data (during the read cycle). 


MFM (commonly referred to as an STS06) is the oldest type of 
drive and somewhat standard in X's, but it is rapidly being 
replaced in AT's by the newer standard. 


RLL 
(Run Length Limited) 


Is another form of encoding which can add approximately 50% 
more capacity to a drive than with MFM. (The drive has to be 
designed for RLL and be accompanied by a special RLL con- 
troller). This drive’s street price is approximately 10% higher 
than an MFM for a 50% increase in capacity. Seagate says that 


by Rusty Tese from Big Blue & Cousins 


its reliability and functionality is equal to the MEM, so there is 
no need for concern in the squeezing of the extra density on the 
disk during the formatting process. This is done, by the way, by 
formatting 25 sectors per track instead of the usual 17. 


ESDI 


(Enhanced Small Device Interface) 


Israpidly becoming the industry standard. If you're undoubted- 
ly considering an AT, this is the way to go, One of the features 
of ESDI is that the ENDEC is on the drive rather than on the 
controller as in the first two types mentioned above. This has 
been credited for the decreased amount of data loss and other 
problems in this type of drive, Itis, however, more expensive and 
may not be available in the smaller sizes that most users start out 
with (like 20M and 40M). 


SCSI 


(Small Computer System Interface) 


Isreally not a type of drive, Rather, it is a system-level interface 
which allows for a much greater level of expandability. All the 
controller functions are part of the drive, and the board that 
plugs into the system is called the "host adaptor”. With SCSI, you 
could back up a hard drive to a tape drive through the interface 
and still be doing something else with your computer. 


So, you have to do some homework to make the right decision 
the first time. 


Not easy! 


NAME: 
ADDRESS: city 
POSTAL CODE: PHONE 


COMPUTER: 


DATE: 


MAKE CHEQUE PAYABLE TO: 
OTTAWA, ONTARIO 


PASSWORD (6 char.) 


MEMBERSHIP No. 


OTTAWA HOME COMPUTING CLUB, P.O. BOX 4164, STN. "Cl, 


KIY 4P3 
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Commodore 64- 


Upgrade Your Old Typewriter to a C64 WordProcessor 


is the 4th in a series of anticles regarding the C64. 


1 still have nightmares when I recollect all the time, white Muid, 
and frustration it took to correct the mistakes I made on one page 
that I had typed on a standard typewriter. With a C64 and the 
other necessary peripherals, anyone can write letters to their 
friends and relatives easily, mistake-free, and in whatever format 
desired. The dictionary defines a "Typewriter" as a machine for 
writing letters and characters like those produced by printers” 
types, while a "Word Processor” is an editing and printing utility 
used on a computer which helps the average person produce 
sophisticated documents. 


All word processing software cannot be reviewed in one short 
article, but their major features can briefly be discussed. Word 
processing programs do many things but mainly, theya) help edit 
text, b) help re-arrange words, phrases, sentences, paragraphs, 
and files, and c) help arrange the output on paper anyway 
desired. A Word Processor using a C64 will cost slightly more 
than an electric or even an electronic typewriter/word processor, 
but the results are far superior. 


Why keep a C64 in the closet simply to play games on the 
weekend when for a little extra cash, you can use this fantastic 
writing machine which can be used by the entire family. Selecting 
any software will do at the start, because, in general, all word 
processing programs do basically the same thing. Some of these 
software packages include: Creative Writer, EasyScript, Fleet 
Systems, FONTMASTER, GEOWRITE, Omniwriter, Paper- 
Clip, Script 64, and SpeecScript. Some programs are easier to 
use as compared to others; alternatively, some do things just the 
way you like them done. 


‘A Word Processing program for the C64 can transform a poor 
typist into an expert typist and speller to boot! Some of these 
programs have a spell-checking feature which will identify spell- 
ing mistake, The cursor can then easily be brought over the 
misspelled word and a letter added, changed or deleted - right 
there before your very eyes! If you have problems when spelling 
words, the program will allow you to automaticallycompare each 
and every word using the program's built-in dictionary; beware 
of homonyms, such as "their/there", and "meat/ meet" - com- 
puters cannot tell the difference! 


A C64, together with a word processing program, disk 
drive/datasette, can transform a poor writer into an expert by 
helping re-arrange words, phrases, sentences, paragraphs, and 
files, If you normally put adjectives or adverbs in the wrong place 
within sentences, word processing software can help move them 
anywhere or even transfer them into another sentence. Phrases 
or groups of words can also be similarly moved anywhere within 
the document, The corrected text can then be saved to 
disk/datacassette. A perfect time to use a word processing pro- 
gram is at Christmas time; a general letter can be written to all 


by Dan Faber 


while salutations, addresses, and "certain paragraphs" can casily 
be changed/omitted, 


When a printer is added to your system, you are then capable 
of arranging the output on paper in any format desired. The 
‘most important part of printing is the compatibility of the C64 
with the printer. It should be noted that in order for you printer 
to do its work in an acceptable fashion, it must be connect in the 
right way. In 90% of cases, the correct printer file must be 
chosen so that the printer can understand all the commands 
being sent by the word processing program. 


For this reason, a printer file is usually compared to a "trans- 
lator" If the proper printer file is not chosen, the use of special 
format characters and fonts would not be possible. Also, some 
printers have what is known as "Dip Switches”. These can 
instruct the printer to underline, add a carriage return after 
each sentence, or send a special code. 


There are only two types of printers for use with a C64 - 
Commodore compatible and non-Commodore compatible. So 
what's the difference? The compatible simply plugs directly into 
your system while use of the non compatible requires what is 
known as an “interface”. The interface fits in between the com- 
puter and printer. It too is can be considered as an interpreter. 
Ofcourse interfaces add to the cost of your system. They usually 
range in price from the $50 range to over $100. Each interface 
is difference and therefore can perform various functions. 


A company called XETEC produces a line of interfaces, The 
most commonly used is called the "Super Graphix”. It provides 
the printer the use of various fonts, a choice of various makes 
ofprintersand other functions. The question which arises at this 
point is whether you should purchase the compatible type or the 
non-compatible requiring an interface which adds to the ex- 
pense. To make this decision you must determine whether you 
will be using your printer strictly with your C64 system or are 
contemplating "moving up" to the IBM world. If you're content 
in staying with the C64, forgo the expense and purchase the 
compatible type. Non compatible are usually"IBM compatible", 


Remember -anyone who owns a C64, word processing program, 
video monitor/television, disk drive/datacassette, and printer 
should have them working smoothly together - like a sophi 
cated electronic typewriter. So update your standard or electric 
typewriter with a C64 word processing system today. You'll then 
be able to sell the typewriter at a garage sale before it is 
completely worthless! 


OTTAWA HOME COMPUTING 


a 


The DIR Command 


By Jean Fortier 


‘There are many DOS shells on the market today and most of 
them deliver what they promise. You can bypass the basic DOS 
commands with such utilities, but, for whatever reasons, there 
will always be times when you have to resort to DOS. 


DIR is one of the most commonly used internal commands of 
DOS, and yet a number of its capabilities elude most of us. Its 
main purpose is to display a list of files in a directory along with 
the file size, date and time of creation, It shows the volume label 
that you may have assigned to a disk and reports available disk 
space. 


By the way, available disk space represents the number of bytes 
in unallocated disk clusters and not the difference between the 
formatted capacity of the disk and the number of bytes in files. 
Note that DIR does not list hidden files. 


If you only type DIR, you are not using the command to its full 
power. Let’s look at the syntax for this command: 

DIR d:path\filename /p /w 
where d: isthe drive, path\ is the path name, and filename is the 
name of the file to be displayed. 


The DIR command allows you to navigate across subdirectories. 
Any of these three command lines will give you a listing of the 
subdirectory LETTERS no matter which directory you are in 
on your hard disk: 
DIR CAWP\LETTERS\*.* 
DIR CAWPLETTERS 
DIR \WPALETTERS 


THE/P SWITCH 


The /P switch (DIR /P) will pause the listing after a full screen, 
but you can also use the MORE filter (DIR | MORE) and 
obtain the same result. However, the /P switch is more con- 
venient than MORE because it is embedded in the DIR com- 
mand and doesn't require MORE to be in the search path. 


THE/WSWITCH 


The optional /W switch (DIR /W) is quite handy in that it 
displays filenames across the screen in columns, thus greatly 
increasing the number of files appearing on the screen. 


It also lists subdirectories as well as filenames, but doesn’t 
distinguish between a subdirectory and a file, and you cannot 
see the size of files. 


WILDCARDS 


The DIR command contains two very useful wildcards, ? and *. 
A ? represents a single character (including a blank or no 


character), whereas an * can represent up to eleven characters. 
DIR *.* isreally the same as DIR ??27????.29?, DIR, DIR * or 
DIR. 


DIR .. lists the files in the parent directory, DIR \ lists the files 
in the root directory, and DIR s the contents of the 
grand-parent directory. 


REDIRECTION 


Redirection sends a directory listing to either a file or a printer. 
For example: 
DIR ALLFILES.TXT 
will send a list of all the files in a directory to a file named 
ALLFILES.TXT, Because the symbol will overwrite the con- 
tents of an existing ALLFILES.TXT file within the same direc- 
tory, using> will either append the list to this file (if it already 
exists) or create a new one. For example: 
DIR > ALLFILES.TXT 
would append the listing to the previous ALLFILES.TXT. You 
can send a listing of a root directory to a printer by typing: 
DIR DA PRN 


LINKING DIR WITH OTHER DOS COMMANDS 


DIR can be used in conjunction with other DOS commands to 
perform specific types of searches. For example: 


DIR | SORT 
gives an alphabetical list of files in ascending order. Add the /R 


switch to obtain the opposite effect. To weed out certain files or 
elements of information which are not needed, use FIND. 


DIR FIND ™ LIST.TXT will screen out all names that contain 
this symbol, for example, the information about the directories 
themselves, and send the output to a file named LIST.TXT. 


USEFUL TIP 


Use the DIR command to delete specific files in a directory. For 
example, DIR *.BAK will list all the files ending with the 
extension .bak that you plan to delete. By doing this, you can 
verify beforehand that you are not deleting the wrong files. 


When youare satisfied that the listing isaccurate, press once, 
type the letters EL and press 
to display the rest of the command line. 


I will continue, in my next article, with other helpful DOS 
command: 
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Amiga Review: Railroad Tycoon 


This is my first attempt at a review of a product. The reasons 
why! purchased this game was that I like simulation games, The 
game, which originally came out for the MS DOS machine, was 
produced for the Amiga bya companycalled MicroProse which 
also produced another game for the Amiga called Pirates. 


It took me about an hour to understand the game well cnough 
to start. My recommendation is to load the tutorial first and 
refer to the manual as required. Once you understand the basic 
operation of the game you should be able to start over with an 
area of your choice. 


‘The object of the game is to create, maintain and operate a 
railroad company to the point where you become rich enough 
so you can retire with a respectable occupation. You will be 
forced to retire from the railroad once you reach 100 years; you 
are given many jobs ranging from hobo to President of the 
United States. 


There are four different worlds to choose from; these include 
Western USA (1866), Eastern USA (1830), England (1828) and 
Europe (1900). Once you have chosen a world in which to play, 
you must make a choice of the level of difficulty. These levels 
include Investor, Financier, Mogul and Tycoon. The Investor 
level of course is the easiest while the Tycoon is the most 
difficult. 


Once you've chosen a world, you will be asked to set the level 
of reality, Here too there are three levels to choose from - No 
Collision Operation or Dispatcher Operation, Friendly Com- 
petition or Cut-Throat Competition, Basic Economy or Com- 
plex Economy. The level of difficulty will depend on the level 
chosen. 


As the manager of your railroad, you must survey the land, lay 
track, build stations, purchase & schedule trains and if you wish, 
control individual train movements. Players are reminded that 
other railroad companies exist in this game and they are out to 
put you out of business through nasty stock dealings and by rate 
wars, just to name a few, 


The game does have a manual based protection in which you 
are asked to identify a train that is shown on the screen along 
with a list of trains. If a wrong answer is given, you will only be 
allowed to have 2 trains operating which will greatly reduce the 
playability of the game. As the head of the railroad, you will be 
given SI million as start up capital. If additional funds are 
required, you can get $500,000 by selling bonds at various 
interest rates. 


The mechanics of play are not too complicated and are too 
lengthy to go into detail here. I will be more than happy to 
answer any and all of your questions, 


A number of scenarios can happen which will end the game. 
You can be kicked out of the game by irate stockholders, your 
company can be taken over bya competitor, and the number of 
years have passed for the level of difficulty you have chosen in 


By Robin Moore 


which case cither you retire or increase the level of difficulty 
(max. 100 yrs.). Of course you can retire at any time during the 
game. As noted above, depending how well you've done, you 
will be given jobs ranging from habo (no skill) to President of 
the United States (lots of skills). 


Pros: 


+ - can be installed on a hard disk 

= = no copy protection 

+ = works with A2620 accelerator 

+ - able to save games for future play 

+ = works fine with Amiga 3000 under new DOS 2 


Cons: 


+ ~ maximum of 4 games can be saved to hard disk 
(files too large to save to diskette) 

» ~ cannot save games to other hard disk volumes 
other than DHO. 

+ - must quit a game in order to start new one 
(from workbench) 


Conclusion: 


I would highly recommend this game to anyone who likes 
simulation and of course get a kick out of playing with trains, 
The game is very accurate on how railroads operated 
throughout history. 


‘Testing of the game was done on an Amiga 2000, ImegofRAM, 
4megs of FAST RAM, A2620accelerator board with 4megs of 
32 bit FAST RAM, and a 45meg Hard Drive. 


The game costs between S60 & $70 and in my opinion, well 
worth the money. 
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The End Is Nigh ! 


For the Apple Community the end of the world could be 
visioned in two different nightmares: Apple and IBM together 
or Apple being sold in Future Shop. In July, both came to pass. 


The concept of the end of the world, as a mythological state- 
ment, means the end ofan age. With the changes that have taken 
place this month the world for Apple users will have changed 
forever, The world of being over IBM now belongs to another 
acon. Perhaps more regrettable will be inevitable changes be- 
tween User Groups and Apple Dealers with discounts shops 
participating in the Apple market. 


In case you missed it, here is the text of the Apple Press Release 
concerning Apple and IBM. 


Apple Computer, Inc, and IBM will work to create powerful 
new open system software platforms for the 1990's, according 
toa letter of intent signed today by both companies, The com- 
panies will develop and market new technologies which both 
‘Apple and IBM will integrate into existing and future products, 
‘as well as offer for use on other vendors’ computer. 


‘The letter of intent covers four areas of general understanding: 


1. Joint venture for object-oriented software. 


Apple and IBM intent to create a new open system software 
platform that will be based on object-oriented technology. The 
new platform will offer major new user and system functionality, 
while greatly simplifying the process of application program- 
ming, It will span a wide range of computing platform — from 
laptop computers to large servers — and is expected to run on 
major industry hardware platforms, including Intel's 80x86, 
Motorola 680x10, and IBM’s RISC System/6000 POWER ar- 
chitecture. Apple and IBM intend to use object-oriented tech- 
nology in future product offerings, as well as in current 
operating system, assuring that applications written for current 
operating systems, including AIX, OS/2and Macintosh, will run 
these new environments. 


In order to implement this plan, Apple and [BM will forma new 
system software company to be jointly owned and independently 
managed. The software will be offered for sale for both IBM and 
Apple computers. Additionally, it will be marketed widely by 
the new company for use on other vendor's system. 


2. Apple Macintosh computer integration into IBM's enterprise 
system. 


Reprint from The Wrapple (Calgary Apple Corps Newsletter) 


IBM and Apple plan to work together to further integrate 
Macintosh into the client/server enterprise environment in two 
ways. First, Apple and IBM will develop, market, and support 
networking and communication products that will further ex- 
tend the ability of the Apple Macintosh to operate in the IBM 
enterprise environment. Second, IBM and Apple will develop 
and market an enhanced AIX (IBM's industry standard UNIX 
operating system) that combines the best of IBM's open system 
with Macintosh and its thousands of user-oriented productivity 
applications. The enhanced AIX will span the range from 
desktop workstations to servers, and will offer Macintosh and 
OSF/Motif user interfaces. 


3.Significant new market for IBM POWER RISC architecture. 


Apple intend to adopt future single-chip implementations of 
IBM's RS/6000 POWER architecture -- called POWER PC --in 
the future Apple Macintosh personal computers. Both com- 
panies will use POWER PC microprocessors in workstations 
and file servers. Motorola, Inc. and IBM will use their expertise 
to design and manufacture a new family of world-class POWER 
PC chips, Motorola will serve as a source to IBM, Apple and 
other open system vendors. 


4. Common multimedia platforms for the industry. 


IBM and Apple plan to work together to create and license 
platform independent software environments that will stimulate 
widespread industry development of this new technology. New 
multimedia technology resulting from this effort also will be 
made available for use on other vendor's products. 


Implementation of the letter of intent is contingent on the 
execution of definitive contracts. The companies intend to com- 
plete the contracts later this year and will release further details 
only at that time. Products resulting from these agreements are 
expected to reach the marketplace over the next two to three 
years. 


(Reprinted from August 1991 Apple BC News.) 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
Bonnie Carter and Jean Fortier 


As you probably are aware, a couple of weeks ago we had 
wedding celebration . 


Jean Fortier and Bonnie Carter finally decided to tie the knot. 


Yours truly was ask by Jean to be his Best Man and of course 1 
was glad to oblige. 


‘The wedding went smooth, and the couple looked marvellous 
The ceremony was quiet with only a few guests and friends. 


After the ceremony we all went back to the Fortier's new home. 
‘We toasted the bride and groom with a glass of champagne. 


Best of luck and happiness to both of you and to your son Justin. 


ee 


FORSALE 
Multimate Advantage (LAN version) v3.60 $300,00 
Aldus Pagemaker v3.0 $300.00 
Lows 1-2-3 v2.01 $200.00 
Microsoft Word v3.0 $ 50.00 
Microsoft Windows v2.0 $ 50.00 
Interested call Peter Holmes at 729-3576 


Costume Rentals 


Accessories Included 


Call after 5 PM 722-1204 
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Membership Report-Oct. 91 


by Lucien St.Denis 


If your name appears on this list, please check with me, your 
membership chairman. A 1 month grace period will be allowed, 
then your name will automatically be removed from the mem- 
bership list. Membership standing is 167, please renew now. 
Please bring a friend, we need new members. 


DATE... NAME 
91/08/03..Goldy Dimanche 


91/09/01... Barry L. Matthews — 91/09/04.. BruceSchowalter 
91/09/05Roger Camm 91/09/07. Paul Dunlop 
91/10/01 ,, Evelyn M, Scullion 

91/10/02..George W. Atallah 91/10/03. Jean-Louis Dion 
91/10/04., John Cocklin 91/10/0S.. lan Mcleod 
91/10/06. Margaret Spence —_91/10/07.. Jaan Kolk 
91/10/08. Frederic Torrington 

91/11/01,,Ed Fuchs 91/11/02... Keith A, Seifert 
91/11/03..Real Chaine 91/11/04.. Earle Robertson 
9I/110S..Jack Trouier 91/11/06., Ronald P. Webb 


91/11/07...Sanject. Mehat 


91/11/09...Gary Helman 
91/11/11...M.H.Watson 


OI I/13. 


Lamontagne 


91/11/15...Don Fox 


10/01... 
10/3... 
10/0S.... 
10/07... 
10/09... 


91/11/08..Mervin F. Lemke 
91/11/10...Allan Kovaes. 
91/11/12..Gordon K. Walford 
91/11/14... Terry Hicks 


Paul C. Hannon (N) 
Tosnei Canada Inc (N) 
J, Stewart Smith (N) 
David Jones (N) 

Gary Posmituck (N) 


10/02.,.James Greenstrect (R) 
10/04....Donald MacLean (R) 
10/06....Larry McKinley (N) 
10/08...-Lionel/Matt_ Robidoux(® 


One Minute Bug Fix 


By Don Eilenberger from Big Blue & Cousins 


Just a general posting, about a topic I saw on Internet, and 
confirmed with Peter Norton Computing. Norton Utilities’ Disk 
Doctor version 4.5 has several bugs. The results of the bugs can 
be: finding excessive numbers of bad sectors, totally screwing up 
your FAT, not fixing lost chains, and a fewothers I didn't remem- 
ber. This has corrected, and if you're a legal owner, you can get 
an update for fre 


Look at the Norton directory,and note the time of the NDD file. 
If the time is 4:50 pm - you've got the buggy version (4.5, cute 
ch?), If the time is 4:51 pm - you've got version 4,51 which is the 
fixed one. 


To get the upgrade, DON’T use the numbers on the back of the 
book: these lead you to a touch-tone chase around recorded 
messages ... no people. Look in the front of the book, and there 
isa number there ,..[ i's on the "small print” page] 


REAL PEOPLE exist! Ask for TECH SUPPORT, and tell them 
the version you have. The fix is FREE. Hope this helps someone 
out there .... 


A CLASSIC CASE 


OF COMPUTE 


R 
CRIME, MY DEAR WATSON | 
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If undeliverable, return to: 
P.O. Box 4164, Station “C” 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1Y -4P3 


